
CAMPAIGN UPDATE by Leah Pooley 
Since the last issue of the Beacon we have had some great news from English Heritage!! Last week, it 
was announced that they will give £145,000 to go towards the Lady Chapel and South Transept projects. 
This is the fourth highest grant given to a cathedral in the UK so we are very grateful to both English 
Heritage and The Wolfson Foundation, who provide match funding for cathedral grants. In addition to 
this, the grant was £45,000 more than we had expected, which was a very welcome surprise indeed!! 
We are working on the development of a Rochester Cathedral Business Guild and we are constantly 
rolling out our trust applications so keep your eyes on this spot for reports on our next achievement!! 
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JILL LOVELL’S SWIM 

Congratulations to Jill Lovell on more 
than achieving her goal of swimming ten 
lengths of the pool at the Black Lion 
Leisure Centre—she actually swam 12!! I 
spoke to her afterwards and she was so 
pleased, she said she was tired but elated. 
Sponsorship money is still coming in so we 
can’t give you a total yet of the amount 
Jill has raised, but will keep you informed. 
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RESULTS UPDATE—HOLY LAND TRIP 
The  draw  for  the  trip  to  the  Holy  Land  took  place  in  the 
Council  Room  at Garth  House  at  9am  on  28th  February. 
The Dean did  the draw and  the  lucky winners are Canon 
Geoffrey and Mrs Peggy Gray. Because of their  advancing 
years they have decided not to accept the prize and would 
like  to  put  it  up  for  auction.  Anybody  interested  in  taking 
part please send your sealed bid to the Campaign office by 
9am on Wednesday 7th March when the envelopes will be 
opened and the highest  bidder will win the trip. 
Winner must be available to travel on 7th May for 12 days and have a valid 
passport for at least a further 6 months. (Prize does not include travel 
insurance). Full itinerary available from the Campaign office. 

CATHEDRAL RAMBLERS EVENT 
On  Saturday  April  14 th  there  will  be  a  Rochester  Cathedral  campaign 
sponsored event organised by the Cathedral Ramblers. Meeting outside the 
Orangery  Restaurant  in  Kensington  Palace  Gardens,  we  will  then  walk 
through Hyde, Green and St James’ Park. We hope that as many people as 
possible  will  join  to  make  it  a  real  family  occasion!  For more  details  and 
sponsor form, please contact Owen and Mary Woodfield 01634 843127. 

Insert photo



ANTIQUES ROADSHOW  19 th April 
The  eagerly  awaited  visit  by  Michael  Aspel  and  his  team  of 
experts is fast approaching.  Henry Sandon has confirmed that he 
will  be  in  attendance  to  look  at  your  porcelain  and  he  and  his 
colleagues are keen to see as many of our regular congregation 
and supporters as possible. Now is the time to rummage through 
the  attic  and  find  out  about  your  family  heirlooms!    The  BBC 
programme (now in its 28 th year!) is not able to sell your items for 
you,  but  Henry’s  son  David  will  be  happy  (after  the  event,  of 
course!) to talk to anybody needing further advice or assistance. 
If  you  receive  some  good  news  on  the  day,  why  not  consider 
selling and giving a proportion of the proceeds to the  Campaign? 
David  can  assist,  and  you  can  catch  him  in  the  Cathedral  or 
contact  him  via  the Campaign Office.   We  want  the Roadshow 
experts to be busy from the moment the doors open; Henry says 
“we guarantee to see everybody and every item, so don’t be shy 
– just turn up on the day and we’ll send you away with a smile on 
your face!” 
DAVID SANDON 

www.rochestercathedral.org 

FROM THE DEAN’S DESK …. 

One of the positive side effects of the fund 
raising campaign is the way in which it has 
raised  the  profile  of  the  Cathedral.  This 
month we are  hosting  Jools Holland,  next 
month  the  Antiques  Roadshow  is  coming 
our way, in July the Tour de France cycles 
past the Great West doors, and later in the 
year 2 editions of  the ever popular Songs 
of Praise are going to be filmed here. 
All  these  events  will  put  the  Cathedral  in 
the spotlight, but  they also serve  to profile 
Rochester as a tremendous place to visit. 
That  can  only  be  good  for  the  local 
economy, and add  to  the  ‘feelgood’  factor 
about living and working in Rochester. And 
if  it  helps  to  remind  people  that  the 
Cathedral is a good cause to support, then 
every  last  bit  of 
publicity helps. 

Email:  campaign@rochestercathedral.org 

604 SOCIETY 
A  unique  way  of  supporting  the  Rochester  Cathedral  Campaign,  and  being  offered  only  to  parishes 
within the Diocese of Rochester, the 604 Society celebrates the foundation of the Cathedral 1402 years 
ago. 
It  presents  parishes with  a  simple  yet  recognisable method of  support.  To  become a member  of  the 
Society parishes are asked to make a donation of at least £604 over the next 4 years. This could be an 
annual pledge of £151 a year or it could be a one­off gift. 43 parishes have joined the Society with a 
total  of  almost  £29,000  having  been  pledged,  and  we  look  forward  to  hearing  from  more  parishes 
wanting to get involved. 

IN CONCERT AT 

ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 

ON SATURDAY 
5th MAY 2007 

at 7.30pm 
(doors open 7pm) 

TICKETS £15 ‐ £7.50 
Available from 2nd April 
Box Office 01634 817930


